



FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
4.1. FINDINGS  
 
This chapter contains the analysis of individual Psychology Approach of the 
novel toward taking revenge in Woman at Point Zero novel. The analysis will 
be divided into two parts to respond the problem statements. The problem 
statements are: 1) To analyze the indicators of taking revenge in Woman at Point 
Zero novel, 2) To describe how taking revenge illustrated in the novel. 
4.1.1.   Indicators of Taking Revenge 
 
According to underlying theory in the chapter 2 the indicators of taking revenge 
in Woman at Point Zero novel seen from individual psychology approach by 
Alfred Adler, there are six points of it, as follows: 
 
4.1.1.1 Fictional Finalism 
Fictional finalism is an imagined goals that guide people behavior in striving the 
perfect future. Fictional finalism shows people the direction of perfect and 
success life. Adler also called this concept as “guiding self- ideal” (Schultz & 
Schultz, 2017, p. 114).  
Firdaus as the main character owned the concept of fictional finalism. She 
became a prostitute because she expected that it could give her power and social 
position. Being a prostitute helped her to avoid sexual harassment. It shown on 
the data below: 
 
“After I had spent three years in the company, I realized that 
as a prostitute I had been looked upon with more respect, 
and been valued more highly than all the female employees, 
myself included. In those days I lived in a house with a 




Based on the fact above, Firdaus has fictional finalism to motivate her life. She 
wanted to be a prostitute although it was seen as a bad figure, but she did not 
care about it as long as becoming a prostitute could help her to be tough and not 
being underestimated. 
 
4.1.1.2  Inferiority Feeling 
Inferiority feelings are feelings of weakness, neglected, and incomplete began 
from infant and childhood experiences such as lower-class social position, organ 
defects. Schultz and Schultz (2013) states that inferiority feelings are inescapable 
for all human but it gives a motivation to growth and striving. Well- adapted 
individual compensates feeling of inferiority by striving for successfulness or 
superiority. 
The writer found the form of inferiority feeling as the main character, Firdaus 
owned of Woman at Point Zero novel. Firdaus feels inferior because her aunt, 
her uncle wife forced her to marry an old man named Sheikh Mahmoud. It is 
because her aunt consider Firdaus as a burden in their family so that Firdaus 
married with Sheikh. During her marriage, Firdaus did not get good treatment 
from her husband. It can be seen in the following data: 
 
“If I dropped the packet of soap powder and spilled a few 
grains on the floor, he would jump up from his chair and 
complain at me for being careless. And if I pressed a little 
more firmly than usual on the spoon as I took ghee out of 
the tin for cooking, he would scream out in anger, and draw 
my attention to the fact that its contents were diminishing 
much more rapidly than they should.” (Woman at Point 
Zero, 2007, p.46) 
 
From the data above, Firdaus’s inferiority feeling appeared when she felt scared 
because she always scolded by Sheikh. She obeys her husband so that Sheik 
would not beat her. Then, Firdaus felt suffered because Sheikh become more 




“On occasion he hit me all over with his shoe. My face and 
body became swollen and bruised. So, I left the house and 
when to my uncle house. But my uncle told me that all 
husbands beat their wives, and my uncle’s wife added that 
her husband often beat her.” (Woman at Point Zero, 2007, 
p.46) 
 
The da ta above proves that, Firdaus’s inferiority feeling happens because she felt 
pressure because of Sheikh. She tried to ask his uncle for a help but her uncle on 
the contrary justifying her husband behavior. So, Firdaus gets back to her house 
and get anew violence. It can be seen in the following data: 
 
 “One day he hit me with his heavy stick until the blood 
ran from my nose and ears. So I left, but this time I did not 
go to my uncle’s house. I walked through the streets with 
swollen eyes, and bruised face, but no one paid any 
attention to me.” (Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p.47) 
 
The statement above shows that Firdaus felt despaired and broken because of 
her husband behavior, she really could not bear up his husband, Sheikh 
Mahmoud. She decided to run away again, but at this time Firdaus did not go to 
her uncle’s house.  
The other form of Firdaus inferiority feeling was when she left Sharifa, woman 
who bring her into being a prostitute. Firdaus was raped by a policeman who met 
her in the street. Firdaus’s inferiority feeling appeared because the police know 
that she is a prostitute and he threatening to arrest Firdaus. It can be seen on the 
following statement: 
 
‘You’re a prostitute, and it’s my duty to arrest you, and 
others of your kind. To clean up the country, and protect 
respectable families from the likes you. But I don’t want 
to use force. Perhaps we can agree quietly without a fuss. 
I’ll give you a pound: a whole pound. What do you say to 
that?’ 
I tried to shake free of him, but he held on to my arm, and 
started to walk me away from where were standing. He 
took me through one dark, narrow alley after another, then 
through a wooden door into a room, where he made me lie 
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down on a bed. He took off his clothes.” (Woman at Point 
Zero, 2007, p. 67) 
  
The data above shows that Firdaus could not resist the police because of her 
status as a prostitute. It will be dangerous for her safe if she oppose the police. 
The threats that given by the police encourage her inferiority feeling. So that, 
she inevitably obeyed the police.    
The last, form of inferiority feeling of Firdaus is when a pimp named Marzouk 
come over her. Marzouk asked her become a partner and sharing her earn. 
Firdaus could not refuses him because Marzouk is a professional pimp that had 
better connection with police and important person. It can be seen on the 
following data: 
 
“I discovered he was a dangerous pimp who controlled a 
number of prostitutes, and I was one of them. He had 
friends everywhere, in every profession, and on whom he 
spent his money generously.” (Woman at Point Zero, 
2007, p.103)   
  
According to the data above, there are facts why Firdaus felt inferior in her life. 
Firdaus is an orphan, her parents died. So, she lived with her uncle and aunt. She 
forced to marry an old man to reduce the living costs. However, during her 
married life Firdaus got violence from her abusive husband, Sheikh Mahmoud. 
Because of that, she felt depressed and broken, so she decided to run away from 
Sheikh Mahmoud.  Those phenomena create Firdaus’s inferiority feeling as a 
weak individual.  
   
4.1.1.3   Striving for Superiority 
Striving for superiority was motivated by inferiority feeling. An individual 
acknowledges feeling of inferiority to motivate them in achieving goals. People 
strives for superiority concerns with personal achievement which motivated by 
exaggerated feeling of personal inferiority (Feist & Feist, 2018). Adler states the 
striving for superiority is “a continuous process” (Hall & Lindzey, 1978, p. 123). 
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In this novel, the researcher found several form striving for superiority that can 
be seen through Firdaus as the main character of the novel Woman at Point Zero. 
To realize her goal of becoming superior, Firdaus chose to become a prostitute. 
Which is:  
 
“I realized that as prostitute I had been looked upon with 
more respect, and been valued more highly than all the 
female employees, myself included.” (Woman at Point 
Zero, 2007, p. 81) 
 
The data above tells that, Firdaus feels superior when she is being a prostitute 
because of her position she has freedom to do what she wanted. She even reject 
an arrangement from an important politician to show off that she is valuable. It 
can be seen on the following data: 
 
“As a result, my price kept going up. A man cannot stand 
being rejected by woman, because deep down inside he 
feels a rejection of himself. No one can stand this double 
rejection. And so every time I said no, the man would 
insist. No matter how high I raised the price he could not 
stand being refused by woman.” (Woman at Point Zero, 
2007, p.97) 
 
The statement above expresses Firdaus desire to become superior to man. She 
wanted men felt being rejected and insulted as she felt before. Refusing men’s 
request would insult their egoism. It was one of Firdaus effort to get superiority. 
It is proven on the following statement: 
 
“My refusal made him even more intent on gaining a 
victory of me. Every day he would send me a man from 
the police, and each time this man would try a different 
approach. Once he offered me money. On still a third, he 
explained to me that refusing a Head of State could be 
looked upon as an insult to a great man and lead to strained 





The statement above shows that the refusal by Firdaus insult the man feeling. It 
shown that her effort was success in gaining superiority. This is a form of striving 
for superiority that she did to achieve her desire to become superior. 
 
4.1.1.4   Style of Life 
Style of life defines as a way that guides an individual to reach their goals. Each 
person has different and unique style of life. Style of life appears by age 4- 5. 
Style of life is the combination between inner self with fictional finalism and the 
influence of environment. Factors that differentiate style of life of each 
individual are the ordinal position of birth and the experiences during childhood 
(Engler, 2014).   
In this novel, the writer found two style of life that Firdaus done to realize her 
goal. First, when she lived with Bayoumi. Instead of given a job by Bayoumi, 
Firdaus was locked up in his house to fulfill his desire. So, Firdaus decided to 
run away. It is shown in the following data: 
 
“I ran out of Bayoumi’s house in to street. For the street 
had become the only safe place in which I could seek 
refuge, and into which I could escape with my whole 
being.” (Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p.54)  
  
The data above explains that Firdaus wanted to escape from Bayoumi’s house. 
Firdaus asked Bayoumi’s neighbor to help her run away from Bayoumi’s house. 
It was her effort to get freedom of life. 
The other Firdaus’s style of life is when she became a prostitute.  A pimp, 
Marzouk came to her and wanted to take an authority over Firdaus. To 
overshadow her freedom on her work so Firdaus choose to run away from 
Marzouk.  It shown on the data below: 
 
 “I’m going to look for work. I still have my secondary 
school certificate.’ 
‘And who said that you are not working?’ 
‘I want to choose the work I’m going to do.’ 
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‘Who says anyone in this whole wide world chooses the 
work he wants to do?’  
‘I don’t want to be anybody’s slave.’ ” (Woman at Point 
Zero, 2007, p. 103)   
 
The data above explains that Firdaus have the desire to maintain her freedom 
and successfulness as a prostitute. She decided to oppose Marzouk by trying to 
leave Marzouk. It was an effort to get her freedom back. This plan created a fray 
between Firdaus and Marzouk. It is shown on the statement below: 
 
“I caught hold of the latch of the door to open it, but he 
lifted his arm up in the air and slapped me. I raised my hand 
even higher than he had done, and brought it down violently 
on his face. The whites of his eyes went red. His hand 
started to reach for the knife he carried in his pocket, but 
my hand was quicker than his. I raised the knife and buried 
it deep in his neck, pulled it out of his neck and then thrust 
it deep into his chest, pulled it out of his chest and plunged 
it deep into his belly. I stuck the knife into almost every part 
of his body.” (Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p.104) 
 
The data above shows that Firdaus have a courage to oppose Marzouk. She 
wanted to get her freedom back because she tired of being controlled and 
utilized. So, to get her freedom back she eliminated Marzouk. 
    
4.1.1.5  Social Interest 
Adler believe that the main task of human is getting along with others. The 
ability to cooperate with other influences people to negotiate with problem of 
life. Social interest is the innate potential of human to collaborate with other in 
order to gain personal and community goals (Schultz & Schultz, 2017). 
The form social interest in the novel is when Firdaus became a successful 
prostitute. A foreign politician took her in to a prison because Firdaus always 
refused to meet him. So, she hired a professional lawyer to help her. It is shown 




“So, I hired a very big lawyer, for a big sum of money. 
Shortly after, I was released from gaol without charges. The 
court decided I was an honorable woman. Now I had learnt 
that honor required large sums of money to protect it, but 
that large sums of money could not be obtained without 
losing one’s honor. An infernal circle whirling round and 
round, dragging me up and down with it.”  (Woman at Point 
Zero, 2007, p. 99) 
 
The data above shows the form of social interest of Firdaus. She asked a 
professional lawyer to help her from the charge. She paid the lawyer with 
amount of money as compensation of protect her. 
   
4.1.1.6  Creative Self 
The creativity establishes, maintains, and pursue the goals of the individual. 
Adler’s concept of “the creative- self underlined his belief that human nature is 
essentially active, creative, and purposeful in shaping its response to the 
environment” (Engler, 2014, p. 92). 
The creative self of Firdaus can be seen through the effort that she used to get 
social position in society.  It is shown in the data below: 
 
“Every time I gave my body I charged the highest price. I 
could employ any number of servants to wash my clothes 
and clean my shoes, hire a lawyer no matter how expensive 
to defend my honor, pay a doctor for an abortion, buy a 
journalist to publish my picture and write something about 
me in the newspapers. Everybody has a price, and every 
profession is paid a salary. The more respectable 
profession, the higher the salary, and a person’s price goes 
up as he climbs the social ladder.” (Woman at Point Zero, 
2007, p.99) 
 
The data above shows that Firdaus tried to get social position in society by 
spreading good image of hers. She used her wealthy to cover her image as 





 “One day, when I donated some money to a charitable 
association, the newspapers published pictures of me and 
sang my praises as the model of a citizen with a sense of 
civic responsibility. And so from then on, whenever I 
needed a dose of honor or fame, I had only to draw some 
money from the bank.” (Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p. 99) 
 
The data above shows Firdaus’s creative power of self. She tried to create good 
impression to citizen by donating her money to charitable association so she was 
seen as kind woman.   
The information above describes that Firdaus used creative power to achieve her 
goals. Firdaus improved her life by doing all her efforts. She also used her 
wealthy to improve her social class. Her goal can be seen when her carrier arise. 
She known as kind and respectable woman not as prostitute. 
           
4.1.2.   How taking revenge illustrated in the novel 
The researcher finds out the revenge action in Woman at Point Zero through the 
character and the characterization, theme, and plot. Point of view of the novel 
uses first point of view. The analysis of taking revenge which depicted in the 
novel as follows: 
 
4.1.2.1 Through Character and Characterization of Firdaus 
Character is one of the intrinsic elements of literary work. It can be person, 
animal, or imaginary creatures that practicing in the literary work. 
Characterization is how the author depicts the characters. It can be physical 
appearance, behavior, or traits (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004).  
The process of taking revenge of Firdaus as the main character can be seen 
through her life story. Firdaus is a prostitute, a successful prostitute. But she has 
bad impression with men. Firdaus hated men because they often tricked her by 
giving helps as an excuse, in fact they were doing harassment and violence. It 
created Firdaus’s inferiority feeling. So, because she was a prostitute, she hid her 





“However, every single man I did get to know filled me 
with but one desire: to lift my hand and bring it smashing 
down on his face. But because I am a woman I have never 
had the courage to lift my hand. And because I am a 
prostitute, I hid my fear under layers of make- up.” (Woman 
at Point Zero, 2007, p.10) 
 
The data above shows that Firdaus’s inferiority feeling arise when she was 
forced to filled up men’s desire, and she did not have courage to refuse them 
physically. So, she has a style to avenge them. She began with asking an 
expensive pay men to men who wanted her.  It can be seen on the data below:  
 
“A third man approached. He pronounced the secret word, 
the key to the riddle I had solved. I asked, 
‘How much will you pay?’ 
‘Ten pounds.’ 
‘No, twenty.’ 
‘Your wishes are my orders,’ and he paid me on the spot,” 
(Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p.74) 
 
The statement above shows that Firdaus offers her high price. This way her way 
to avenge men about their negative behavior which underestimated women. This 
helped her become wealthy and more confident. It is proven on the following 
data: 
 
“My bank account kept mounting all the time. I now had 
free time in which I could relax, go for walks, or to the 
cinema, or theater, time to read newspapers and to discuss 
politics with the few close friends I selected from the many 
who hovered around me seeking to strike up a friendship.”  
(Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p. 74) 
 
The data above shows that after becoming a successful prostitute her life getting 
better. She has a freedom, peace and comfort. She became more confident and 
dared to refuse men who came to her meanwhile he was an important person. 
Refusing men who approached her others style to avenge men egoism. It can be 




“My refusal made him even more intent on gaining a 
victory over me. Every day   he would send me a man from 
the police, and each time this man would try a different 
approach.  But I continued to refuse.” (Woman at Point 
Zero, 2007, p.98) 
 
The statements above shows that Firdaus’s taking revenge can be seen when 
Firdaus becomes a prostitute. She no longer followed men authority because she 
has wealth and has a good social position that made her confident and superior.  
  
4.1.2.2 Through Theme 
Theme is the main idea that expressed by the author in literary work. The author 
may added more than one theme in a literary story (Nurgiyantoro, 2007). The 
theme of Woman at Point Zero novel by Nawal El Saadawi is about a girl 
suffered in her life because of the patriarchal culture. It means that men have 
higher position than women and places women in the second classes in the 
society.  
 
4.1.2.3  Through Plot 
Plot is the sequences event of the story which presented by characters. According 
to Freytag (as cited in Tussadiyah, 2017) plot is divided into five part, there are: 
exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and denouement.  
 
a)  Exposition  
Exposition is part of the story where the author introduce the characters, setting, 
and background of the story. The story began with a psychiatrist in Egypt that 
visit a prisoner named Firdaus for her study. Firdaus began by telling her life 
story to the doctor. She lived with her poor parent in the countryside. Firdaus 
was often beaten by her father. After her parent died she lived with her uncle in 
Cairo. But her life became miserable when her uncle got married. She forced to 
live in a boarding school.  After graduating from school, her aunt forces Firdaus 
to marry with Sheikh Mahmoud who was very old man. During married, Firdaus 
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often got violence from her husband so she decided to leave her husband.  In her 
running, she met Bayoumi, a man that offers her help but instead harassing her 
too. After a few time she finally could run away from Bayoumi and met Sharifa, 
a woman that showed Firdaus to a new world. 
    
b)  Rising Action 
Rising action is the beginning of the conflict of the story. The problem that brings 
the story to the climax. The complication of the story began when Firdaus 
became a successful prostitute approached by a pimp named Marzouk. Marzouk 
forced Firdaus to earn money and give control to Firdaus in working. Firdaus 
tried to collect information about Marzouk and found out that he has a good 
relation with many important person. So, it is difficult to oppose him.  
 
c)  Climax  
Climax is the highest tension and emotion when the conflict happen in the story. 
The climax of the story happened when Firdaus wanted to run away from 
Marzouk but got caught. Marzouk intimidate her with a knife but Firdaus seized 
the knife and stabbed Marzouk in his neck, chest, and his belly. Then, she left 
that place without feeling guilty.   
 
d)  Falling Action  
It is when the conflict going to the end. The solution of problem have been found. 
Resolution of the story happens after Firdaus killed Marzouk. He felt relieved to 
have killed Marzouk. She felt her all of her fear has disappeared, no more fears 
in herself. After a few times, the Arab prince comes to her and says that he will 
give Firdaus whatever she wants. Then, Firdaus said to Prince that she has killed 
someone, she said it confidently. The Prince shocked and reported it to the 
police. The police take her to the prison and get the death penalty. 
 
e)  Denouement  
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It is when the conflict of the story officially ends. The characters of the story 
have been solved the problem. The denouement of the story is when Firdaus 
refused to send an appeal letter to President so she could be released. Firdaus do 
not want to be released and accept the death penalty.   
 
4.2.  Discussion 
In this part, the researcher discusses the indicators of revenge and how the 
revenge depicted in the novel to answer the research questions. 
4.2.1 Indicators of revenge by the main character of the novel 
In this subsection, data included of the proven the data through the indicators of 
revenge on the main character happen. The indicators here is a visible act that 
shows the sense of known. This section discusses the finding of indicators which 
involves in the novel. The finding of revenge indicators can be seen as the 
following subsection below:  
4.2.1.1 Inferiority Feeling  
The first finding of inferiority feeling points out the feeling of unconfident or 
incomplete with exaggerated feeling of inadequacy and insecurity that 
encourage person being anxious and defensive. Inferiority feeling is a lack of 
self- confident, doubt, and belief that one is better than others. Although 
inferiority feeling is feeling of unworthy, but it also invaluable because 
inferiority feeling provides human motivation to growth (Engler, 2014).   
In here, the researcher shows inferiority feeling of Firdaus and the way she 
overcomes her inferiority feeling. Firdaus becomes inferior when she meets 
people who are more dominant or powerful that her in aspect of either social 
class or gender. This situation will make her feel anxious and insecure. Firdaus 
afraid that they will take control against her life like before. So, she tried to 
overcome her inferiority feeling by acting superior. It is when a pimp comes to 
her and wants to join together with Firdaus. Can be seen below: 
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‘But I can protect myself,’ I said. 
‘There isn’t a woman on earth who can protect herself.’ 
‘I don’t want your protection.’  
‘You cannot do without protection, otherwise the profession 
exercised by husbands and pimps would die out.’ 
‘I refuse your threats.’(Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p. 100) 
 
The statement above shown that Firdaus tried to hide her inferiority feeling by 
acting superior. So that Marzouk would underestimates her. It is the way she 
overcome her inferiority which appropriates with the statement from Hirao 
(2014) each individual responses inferiority with compensation. People with 
inferiority feeling often hide their inferiority by coming up with powerful 
defense mechanism. So, pretending to be superior is form of her self- defense 
mechanism. This act of being superior, bullies, braggarts, and devaluing others 
are the example of responses toward inferiority. It can be said as the response 
against others who are reject and make worse of their ability (Ansbacher & 
Ansbacher, as cited in Engler 2014). It can be sum up, this inferiority feeling 
encourage Firdaus to do revenge. Inferiority feeling develops in to exaggerate 
felling. This feeling will motivate Firdaus to do revenge as a form of self- 
defense mechanism. It is appropriate with statement by Edward (cited in Pandia, 
2019) which is revenge arise from the experience of sore and its aim to enhance 
the self- worthy which has been lowered and degraded.  
 
4.2.1.2 Striving for Superiority 
The second indicator that found in this novel is striving for superiority, where 
the main character struggling to overcome inferiority. According to Feist and 
Feist (2018) people who strive for superiority or success as a means of 
compensation for their inferiority or weakness. It means striving for superiority 
is a respond toward inferiority feeling where people who inferior will make 
efforts to cover it. To cover the inferiority, person who striving for superiority 
will set a final goal. The goal may take any form. It is not necessarily a mirror 
image of the weakness even though it is a compensation.  
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The researcher assumes that person who striving for superiority motivated to 
cover their inferiority in any form of compensation. Each person has different 
way in achieving superiority or perfection. In the novel told that inferiority of 
Firdaus motivates her striving for superiority, to cover her inferiority.  Firdaus 
sets her final goal which is being an upper class women as the compensation, to 
hide her inferiority. Can be seen below: 
“Buy a journalist to publish my picture and write something about 
me in the newspapers. Everybody has a price, and every profession 
is paid a salary, and a person’s price goes up as he climbs the social 
ladder.” (Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p. 99) 
From the statement above shows that Firdaus spreading information to create her 
image as an upper class woman as compensation toward her inferiority as stated 
from Engler (2014) every person creates their own way to compensate their 
inferiority. So does Firdaus, she also has her own way to strive superiority. She 
also states that: 
“One day, when I donated some money to a charitable association, 
the newspapers published pictures of me and sang my praises as 
the model of a citizen with sense of civic responsibility. And so 
from then on, whenever I needed a dose of honor or fame. I had 
only to draw some money from the bank.” (Woman at Point Zero, 
2007, p. 99) 
The quotation above explains that Firdaus already successful in compensating 
her inferiority by striving for superiority. By spreading good image through the 
media, people will see Firdaus as a philanthropist woman. So, it helps her from 
people who often insult her because of her past. People will not underestimate 
her again. It makes Firdaus feels confident and worth. If it compared with her 
past life, her life getting better than before. As Darnawi (2012) states striving for 
superiority has an important role which is bring the person from lowest to the 
higher stage of development. It means, since Firdaus decides the way to become 
superior, she often showing her excesses rather than her inferiority. This reflects 
the goal of revenge which is showing to others that they are not powerless.    
4.2.1.3 Creative Power   
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The last indicator of revenge by the main character of the novel, Firdaus is 
creative power self. Creative power is the ability to do the final goals. Creative 
power controls human behavior to be responsible for their final goals by 
determining the method of striving for superiority (Feist & Feist, 2018). To strive 
the superiority Firdaus uses the creative method as reflected in the statement: 
“As prostitute always says yes, and then names her price. If she 
says no she ceases to be a prostitute. I was not a prostitute in the 
full sense of the word, so from time to time I said no. As a result 
my price kept going up. A man cannot stand being rejected by a 
woman, because deep down inside he feels a rejection of himself. 
No one can stand this double rejection. And so every time I said 
no, the man would insist. No matter how high I raised the price he 
could not stand being refused by a woman.” (Woman at Point Zero, 
2007, p.97) 
The data above shows the method that Firdaus uses to strive the superiority. 
Firdaus defines superiority by having wealthy so that she would not be 
underestimated by others. To get the wealth Firdaus becomes a prostitute that 
helps her to being closes with men. Because according to her experiences the 
person that often offend her are men. It will be easier for Firdaus to offend them 
back. As Adler states the concept of creative power self- underlined that human 
are active, creative and purposeful in shaping the response against environment 
(Engler, 2014). It means the behavior of Firdaus shows her response toward 
environment around her.  The response that she gave will lead her to gain the 
superiority. As said on the data, man are insisted by rejection. To fulfill their 
desire, they will do anything what Firdaus request. It gives Firdaus chance to 
tease them. As stated below: 
“I became a very successful prostitute. I was paid the highest price 
and even men of great importance compete for my favor.” (Woman 
at Point Zero, 2007, p. 97) 
Feist and Feist (2018) state that compensation is not necessarily a mirror image 
of deficiency each person have the different creation to compensate their 
inferiority. As shown on the data above, Firdaus uses her own method to 
compensate or to strive superiority. Firdaus realizes that she cannot avenges with 
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physical strength. So that she retaliated by teasing their desire. Therefore Firdaus 
be able avenge her disappointment towards men indirectly. As Baron, Byrne, 
and Branscombe (cited in Pandia, 2019) stated that revenge is an act of repaying 
the actions of others in hopes of getting a better feeling, more valuable and 
returning a sense of justice in person.   
 
4.2.2. The Depiction of Revenge in Woman at Point Zero Novel 
In this discussion, researcher discusses about how revenge are depicted in the 
novel based on the data that has been classified in the finding of research. The 
depiction here is through many ways such through the character, through setting, 
through event, through the style, and the imaginary and symbol. The finding of 
revenge depiction discusses as the following subsection below: 
4.2.2.1. Through Character and Characterization  
The character shows about the attitude of personality which mirroring that 
character itself. The character can be good known well as protagonist and bad 
known well as antagonist. In this novel the current research found about 
character which depicted revenge as following data: 
4.2.2.1.1. Being Reckless 
One of the revenge act reflected by the main character is being reckless. Firdaus 
as the main character is a brave and submissive woman. In fact she also obeyed 
her aunt's request when forced to marry an old man named Sheikh Mahmoed 
who is 50 years older than Firdaus. But during her marriage she got violent from 
her abusive husband. So, she decided to leave her husband because she could not 
stand her husband's behavior. As written in the following statement: 
“One day he hit me with his heavy stick until the blood ran from 
my nose and ears. So I left, but this time I did not go to my uncle’s 
house. I walked through the streets with swollen eyes, and bruised 
face, but no one paid any attention to me.” (Woman at Point Zero, 
2007, p. 47) 
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 According to the statement above Firdaus was being reckless to leave her 
husband even though she has nothing. As defined by Cambridge dictionary 
(2021) being reckless means doing something without thinking about the risks 
and the possibility result. The action of Firdaus shows that she is reckless person 
where she behaves without thinking about the possibility that could be happened 
later. Her reckless behavior also seen when she had a fight with a pimp, 
Marzouk. It can be seen below:  
“I raised the knife and buried it deep in his neck, pulled it out of his 
neck and then thrust it deep into his chest, pulled it out of his chest 
and plunged it deep into his belly. I stuck the knife into almost 
every part of his body. I was astonished to find how easily my hand 
moved as I thrust the knife into his flesh, and pulled it out almost 
without effort.” (Woman at Point Zero, p. 104) 
The statement above shows that Firdaus being reckless for second time. Firdaus 
stabbed Marzouk spontaneously to death. Firdaus kills Marzouk without 
considering that her action might give the negative result for her future. Armour 
et al. (2020) defines that reckless behavior create the negative potential 
consequences without precautions taken that unacceptable in the society. 
4.2.2.2 Though Event  
The event happen very clear to explain the situation. For this time the event of 
revenge based on the main character life background and social relation which 
influence her to commit revenge. The research finding in the previous section 
shows that the main character revenge influenced from her past life. Firdaus 
lived in society with the culture of patriarchies. It is where the primary power 
and predominant in every field of society hold by male. This culture considers 
to place women as the second class in society. Women who live in this culture 
often suffered and being discriminate. Being discriminate means got unequal 
treatment of individual or group of society based on race, ethnicity, age, and 
gender (Reskin, 2012).  
The first revenge that Firdaus done can be seen from her acts toward Ibrahim. A 
man that left her to marry another woman. It made Firdaus so disappointed. After 
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many years they meet again and Ibrahim insist Firdaus to allow him come to her 
house. As shown below: 
“He was on the point of leaving without making any gesture to 
show that he intended to pay me. 
I said, ‘You’ve forgotten to pay me.’ 
He took a ten pound note out of his wallet with trembling fingers, 
and give it to me. 
‘My rate is not less than twenty pounds,’ I explained, then added, 
‘sometimes it is even more.’ 
His hand started to tremble again as he extracted another ten pound 
note from the wallet.” (Woman at Point Zero, 2007, p. 96) 
 
In quotation above shows how Firdaus avenges her disappointment toward 
Ibrahim. After agreed to let him come her house, Ibrahim want to leave without 
any intention to pay Firdaus as others men did. Firdaus knows that Ibrahim is 
not a man with a lot of money so that Firdaus wants to offend Ibrahim by 
mentioning her price that makes Ibrahim shocked and trembling. This action 
makes Firdaus happy and satisfied through this act Firdaus wants to prevent the 
act of despising. Correlated with the statement revenge is not only a response 
toward criminal or wrong actions to get justice but it can prevent the same wrong 
actions (Osgood, 2017). 
The other revenge can be seen when Firdaus wants to escape from Marzouk, a 
pimp who tries to take control her job and her freedom as a prostitute. She was 
caught by him when she want to leave which causing a quarrel. Firdaus was 
threaten with a knife by Marzouk but Firdaus be able to oppose him. As shown 
below: 
“His hand started to reach for the knife he carried in his pocket, but 
my hand was quicker than his. I raised the knife and buried it deep 
into his neck,” (Woman at Point Zero, p. 104) 
The quotation above shows that revenge which Firdaus did is form of reciprocal 
act. This means responding to the negative treatment in a way to keep her life 
safe. Antika (2019) conducted that when people faced with negative treatment 
they highly motivated to do resistance. Resistance is act of self- defense to 
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decline negative treatment. So, the act of revenge that Firdaus did is include into 
resistance behavior which aims to resist the threat from Marzouk.   
In the novel oppression toward women is become the motivation for main 
character in doing revenge. This happens because of unequal treatment between 
men and women from the society which patriarchies. The main character, 
Firdaus is being oppressed by men just because she is woman. It creates feeling 
of hatred, anger, and jealousy. According to Osgood (2017) people who did 
revenge always accompanied by the moral emotions such as anger and jealousy. 
It is because they often examine the gap between their present life with the wrong 
doer.       
  
 
